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F rancis A. O’Connor died Friday, August 20, 2021 at home with his family.

A lifelong resident of the greater Lawrence area, he was the son of the late
Arthur P. and Gertrude (Taffe) O’Connor.

He was a graduate of St. Patrick Grammar School, St. John’s Prep in Danvers and

Merrimack College, class of 1956. He served in the United States Army from 1957 to
1959 during the early Vietnam era and received several citations including the Good

Conduct Medal.
Francis dedicated his life to public service in the fields of Urban Renewal and Public

Housing Administration. He served as a member of the Lawrence Redevelopment

Authority and the Andover Housing Authority for over 20 years. He had been
Director of Redevelopment for the city of Medford, and subsequently director of the

Ipswich Housing Authority. He had also been Chief of Staff to former Mayor John
Buckley.

Locally he was a charter member and past president of the Greater Lawrence

Community Action Council, and held office on both Lawrence Democratic City
Committee and later on the Andover Democratic Town Committee, the Council on

Aging, and the Andover Housing Partnership Committee. He was a member of the
National Association of Housing Officials and participated on the legislative

committee of the Massachusetts chapter of that group for many years.
He was a 65 year member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and was a past

President of the Essex County Board of the Hibernians, and during the 1970’s as

Assistant Editor of the National Hibernian Digest. He was selected as Irish Man of the
Year in 1988. Mr. O’Connor was also a 60 year member of Council #67 Knights of

Columbus and was formerly on the editorial staff of their news letter as well as a
former commissioner of the bowling league.

An active member of St. Patrick Parish, Francis had been a Eucharistic Minister,
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RCIA program instructor and an instructor for the Scouting and the CCD programs.

He had been active in the South Lawrence West Little League for many years.
Frank treasured his Catholic faith, singing Irish music and playing 45’s. He was proud

that he passed all three of these gifts on to his children and grandchildren. His ready
laugh and charming ways will be greatly missed by many, but especially by his wife

of 55 years, Margaret (Lyons) O’Connor, sons Francis Jr. of Andover and Michael and

his wife Anita (Zubak) O’Connor of Prague, and a daughter Atty. Eileen Bernal, wife
of Les Bernal of Lawrence and his five grandchildren. Frank also leaves two

brothers-in-law, John P. Thereault and John M. Lyons, both of Maryland, a sister-in-
law Jane O’Connor of Brighton, as well as many nieces and nephews. He was

predeceased by his brother, Joseph T. O’Connor and two sisters, Mary (O’Connor)

Minzner and Patricia (O’Connor) Mahon.
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at 11:30 A.M. in

Sacred Hearts Church, 165 South Main Street, Haverhill, MA. Burial will follow in the
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Waverly Road, North Andover, MA. Relatives and friends

are invited to call on Tuesday, August 24, 2021 from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. at the John

Breen Memorial Funeral Home, Inc., 122 Amesbury Street, Lawrence, MA. It is
Frank’s expressed wish that people do not send flowers. Instead, he requests that

memorial donations be made to the Joseph Taffe O’Connor Scholarship at Saint
John’s Preparatory School, 72 Spring St, Danvers, MA 01923. To send an online

condolence or for more information, please go to www.breenfuneralhome.com.
Division 8 will hold a prayer service at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, August 24, 2921 at the

John Breen Memorial Funeral Home. All members of Division 8, family and friends

are welcome to attend.
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Visitation

John Breen Memorial Funeral Home, Inc. -

Lawrence

122 Amesbury St., Lawrence MA 01841

Funeral Mass

Sacred Hearts Church

165 South Main Street, Bradford MA 01835

Burial

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

Waverly Road, North Andover MA 01845
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Tuesday, August 24, 2021

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM ET

Wednesday, August 25, 2021

11:30 AM ET

Wednesday, August 25, 2021
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.7105912,-71.16492690000001
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.7694661,-71.0765854
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.6896041,-71.1350707
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RP Richard & Lori Padova posted:

Dear Margaret and Family: So sorry to learn of Frank's passing, and we express our deepest

sympathy. Sincerely, Richard & Lori Padova, Andover (Richard: Northern Essex Community College &

Lawrence Heritage State Park; Lori: Santander Bank)

August 25 at 2:22 AM

DK Dan Kelley posted:

We are sending our deepest condolences to Margaret, Frankie, Eileen and Michael. Frank was a

wonderful person and will be deeply missed by all. And the next rendition of "Danny Boy" at a family

event will not be the same without him!

August 24 at 12:10 PM

Anonymous sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the O'Connor family.

August 24 at 11:07 AM

RK Richard Kelley posted:

A great Irishman. I had the privilege to work with Frank at the Lawrence Welfare Dept. in the 70’s. He

gave the best retirement speech ever when he left insisting the the Brits get out of Ireland. A real

gentleman and great 45’s player..RIP Frank.

August 23 at 5:25 PM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the O'Connor family.

August 23 at 5:32 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the O'Connor family.

August 22 at 2:41 PM
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MM Michael W Morris, Sr posted:

Dear Margaret and EileenFrank was a treasure—-a great friend, a wonderful comrade, a tremendous

community resource to both Lawrence and Andover—-he was the guardian link between the Morris

and O’Connor families that went back well over a hundred years. He was a model husband, father

and grandfather. He would meet you on the street, shake your hand and have you laughing —all

within 30 seconds.I will miss him deeply.Please accept my heartfelt condolences and know there will

never be another like himSincerelyMike Morris, SR

August 22 at 10:43 AM

DP Denise L. Perrault posted:

My condolences to my long time friend & colleague, Eileen. Your Dad was very accomplished in his

field & was a community icon in Lawrence. Prayers for your family & friends during this very sad

time.

August 22 at 5:36 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Francis by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


